
 



If you asked 101 youth leaders for their best fundraising ideas, 
you’d get a hodgepodge of events, auctions, creative asks and even 
pranks… plus a little repetition! 

We know, because at the National Youth Workers Convention in San 
Diego and Dallas this year, we asked.

If you’re planning for your next great mission trip, we hope these 
ideas inspire your fundraising efforts!
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PROTECTION MONEY
You offer protection from an item, such as a purple toilet. If members 
of your church don’t buy protection, then the toilet gets delivered to 
their front lawn, and the only way to have it removed is to pay the toilet 
YLTV]HS�MLL��-\U�Z[\MM¯�I\[�JSLHU�[OL�[VPSL[�ÄYZ[�

Jeff – Escondido, CA
THE FLAMINGO PROJECT
;OPZ�PZ�^OLYL�[OL�`V\[O�NYV\W�PZ�WHPK�[V�¸ÅHTPUNV¹�H�OV\ZL��W\[�SP[[SL�
WSHZ[PJ�ÅHTPUNVZ�HSS�V]LY�[OL�OV\ZL��HUK�[OLU�WHPK�[V�OH]L�YLTV]LK��;OL�
]PJ[PTZ�JHU�HSZV�I\`�PUZ\YHUJL�^OPJO�^V\SK�HSSV^�[OLT�[V�IL�ÅHTPUNV�
free for 6 months.

Bailey – Flagstaff, AZ
FLAMINGO PICKETING
Suggest $1 per Flamingo to picket at your friend/neighbor/stranger’s 
yard as a prank. When they wake up in the morning, they’ll see 200 
WSHZ[PJ�ÅHTPUNVZ�Z[\JR�PU�[OLPY�`HYK�

Derek – Manahawkin, NJ

7SHJPUN�ÅHTPUNVZ�PU�`V\Y�`HYK��*O\YJO�TLTILYZ�OH]L�[V�WH`�[V�YLTV]L�
them and also can buy insurance to protect themselves. Made us a lot 
of money.

Jennifer – Turlock, CA
FLOCKING
>L�NV�¸ÅVJRPUN¹�L]LY`�V[OLY�Z\TTLY��>L�[HRL�ZTHSS�NYV\WZ�V\[�HM[LY�
KHYR�[V�[OL�JOVZLU�[HYNL[�VM�[OL�ÅVJR�HUK�WSHJL��¶��KVaLU�WSHZ[PJ�WPUR�
ÅHTPUNVZ�PU�[OH[�WLYZVU»Z�`HYK��HSVUN�^P[O�H�ZPNU�[OH[�ZH`Z��¸@V\»]L�
ILLU�ÅVJRLK�I`�[OL�6HZPZ�@V\[O�4PUPZ[Y`¹�HUK�JVU[HJ[�PUMV��(�KVUH[PVU�
VM����VY�TVYL�NL[Z�[OL�ÅVJR�WPJRLK�\W��HUK�[OL`�NL[�[V�JOVVZL�^OLYL�P[�
goes next.

Mike – Godfrey, IL
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FLAMINGOS
7PUR�ÅHTPUNV�WLVWSLZ�`HYK�^P[O�ZL]LYHS�WSHZ[PJ�ÅHTPUNVZ�HUK�OH]L�H�
card on it that has options for giving money. Like $25 to have the youth 
remove the birds and put them in someone else’s yard, or any amount 
of money to have them removed… or anything you want. It is fun to see 
how people get one another and how much money is raised.

Ellen – Hastings, NE

FLAMINGOS
)\`�`HYK�VYUHTLU[�WPUR�ÅHTPUNVZ�HUK�WSHU[�[OLT�PU�ZVTLVUL�PU�`V\Y�
JO\YJO»Z�`HYK��*OHYNL�H�ZL[�HTV\U[�[V�[OVZL�WLVWSL�[V�TV]L�[OLT�
VU��HUK�[OL`�[LSS�`V\�^OLYL�[V�[HRL�[OL�ÅHTPUNVZ��@V\�JHU�HSZV�ZLSS�
ÅHTPUNV�PUZ\YHUJL�WVSPJPLZ�MVY�[OVZL�PU�`V\Y�JO\YJO�^OV�KV�UV[�^PZO�[V�
participate.

Alan – Oklahoma City, OK
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Noodles & Doodles (Pasta Dinner & Art Auction) 
>L�OH]L�Z[\KLU[Z�JYLH[L�[OLPY�V^U�VYPNPUHS�HY[^VYR��WHPU[PUN��ZJ\SW[\YLZ��
WVLTZ��HU`[OPUN���>L�\Z\HSS`�OH]L�[OLT�JYLH[L�HYV\UK�[OLPY�MH]VYP[L�
Bible verse or story. The more the better. Have your students sell 
[PJRL[Z�PU�HK]HUJL���>L�KV�����LHJO���([�[OL�L]LU[��^L�OH]L�HSS�[OL�HY[�
displayed so everyone can see. We then serve a pasta dinner. Students 
HJ[�HZ�ZLY]LYZ�HUK�HYL�KYLZZLK�PU�ISHJR�HUK�^OP[L��(M[LY�KPUULY�^L�KV�
LP[OLY�H�ZPSLU[�H\J[PVU�VY�SP]L�H\J[PVU��;V�PUJYLHZL�`V\Y�WYVÄ[Z��OH]L�
parents or adults donate pasta, sauce and tableware. Donations from 
Italian diners can help too. If you do a silent auction and have artwork 
leftover, simply do a fast live auction. This will cause excitement and 
these pieces will usually go for more than the others.

Nathan – Lemon Grove, CA

.63-�
;6<95(4,5;�

Marty – Greenville, OH

Mystery Dinner Theater
Teens are the actors. We sold the tickets for $25 each and got the food 
donated.

Gretchen – Tucson, AZ
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Dessert Café Play
,]LY`�`LHY�V\Y�JO\YJO�W\[Z�VU�H�WSH �̀�7YPTHYPS`�`V\[O��I\[�HSZV�ZVTL�
adults, practice on Sunday afternoons for four months. We then host 
shows over a couple weekends in January. We’ve done this for over 
10 years now and have grown to about eight shows, hosting over 
75 people each. We have brought on people in the congregation 
^OV�SV]L�[OLH[LY��HUK�[OL`�OH]L�OLSWLK�ZPNUPÄJHU[S �̀�([[LUKLLZ�WH`�
around $5 each to attend and receive a light dessert beforehand. 
The money brought in goes completely to youth missions. There is 
H�ZPNUPÄJHU[�PU]LZ[TLU[�VM�[PTL�HUK�ZVTL�TVUL`��MYVT�[OL�NLULYHS�
`V\[O�I\KNL[��PU[V�W\[[PUN�VU�[OL�WSH �̀�I\[�P[�OHZ�ILJVTL�HU�PUJYLKPISL�
multigenerational ministry that allows youth to take the lead and interact 
^P[O�[OL�HK\S[Z�PU]VS]LK�HUK�[OL�JVUNYLNH[PVU�HZ�[OL`�H[[LUK��,]LU�
without the fundraising aspect, it is a worthwhile endeavor, and I think 
those make the best fundraisers.

Sam – St. Paul, MN

(�73(@�
>90;;,5�(5+�
7,9-694,+�)@�
@6<;/�

Kim – Kansas City, MO
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Lock-in
I will have a lock-in centered around what we are raising money for 
�Z\JO�HZ�O\UNLY��[YHMÄJRPUN��UL[Z��^LSSZ��L[J���0�JOHYNL�H�MLL�Z\JO�HZ�����
[V�H[[LUK�[OL�L]LU[�HUK�NP]L�WYPaLZ�[V�[OVZL�[OH[�YHPZL�469,�[OHU�[OL�
fee.

Margie – Fort Mill, SC

7HUJHRL�Z\WWLY��*OYPZ[THZ�WSH`�^P[O�KPUULY��7VSHY�,_WYLZZ�7HY[`
Michelle – Millsboro, DE

Dodge Ball Tourney
$10 or so per person. You can sell snacks and stuff on the side. We 
took a bowling trophy and cut and reapplied the arm so it looked like it 
^HZ�[OYV^PUN�H�KVKNL�IHSS�MVY�H�SV^�JVZ[�WYPaL�

Brandon – Bricelyn, MN

Desserts competition
We did a competition around the best chocolate desserts a couple 
`LHYZ�HNV�[OH[�YHPZLK�V\Y�TPZZPVU�[YPW����������>L�OHK�WLVWSL�H[�
church sign up and make their best chocolate-infused treat. We also 
sent a letter out and had a couple adult leaders follow up with the 
JVTT\UP[`��I\ZPULZZLZ��VU�WYPaL�KVUH[PVUZ�MVY�[OL�^PUULYZ��>L�JOHYNLK�
WLVWSL�H[�[OL�KVVY������MVY�[OL�WYP]PSLNL�VM�[HZ[PUN�HSS�[OL�JVJVH�PUZWPYLK�
NVVKULZZ�^OPSL�[OL`�SPZ[LULK�[V�H�SVJHS�QHaa�IHUK�WSH �̀�3HZ[S �̀�^L�YHU�H�
������YHMÅL�H[�[OL�ZHTL�L]LU[�HUK�NH]L�H^H`�H�ML^�VM�[OL�MYLL�WYPaLZ�
HZ�KVVY�WYPaLZ��6O��HUK�V\Y�SVJHS�:[HYI\JRZ�KVUH[LK�[OL�JVMMLL�[VV��
We placed the event the Friday before Valentines, and it was a smash 
success.

Scott – Minden, NV
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Doug – McMinville, OR

>L�KV�H�[HSLU[�ZOV^�LHJO�`LHY�JHSSLK�¸0TTHU\LS»Z�.V[�;HSLU[¹�^OLYL�
our students and other adults from the church showcase their talents 
for the community. The families of our students provide desserts, and 
we take a freewill offering during the night. For all of our fundraisers 
throughout the year, we try to do something that not only raises money 
but also promotes community within our church.

Bret – Ripon, CA

(Z�H�`V\[O�Z[HMM�^L�OH]L�H�KLZPYL�[V�ZLL�V\Y�Z[\KLU[Z�W\YZ\L�[OLPY�
WHZZPVUZ��6\Y�WSHU�PZ�[V�ZLSS�[PJRL[Z�[V�WLVWSL�PU�V\Y�JO\YJO�JVTT\UP[`�
and local community where we prepare a gourmet meal, planned and 
SLK�I`�(UPZZH��H�ZLUPVY�^OV�OHZ�H�KLZPYL�[V�IL�H�JOLM��0[�PZ�HU�HTHaPUN�
opportunity to open up fundraising options to students based on their 
talents and support them in that, while working as a team to raise funds.
     Marissa – Redding, CA

Run-a-thon
6YNHUPaL�HU�LHZ`�Y\U�H�[OVU�H[�[OL�SVJHS�TPKKSL�ZJOVVS��2PKZ�NL[�
sponsors to run laps toward camp costs. It raises exposure in the 
neighborhood and school and kids take responsibility to raise some of 
their own camp funds.       

Michelle – Solana Beach, CA
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Get an old broken down car and have students and adults pay to get a 
swing at the car with a sledgehammer.

Grady – Rancho Cucamonga, CA

/63+�(�
*/<9*/�>0+,�
+055,9��

Victoria – McMinnville, OR

BBQ at church that’s free but with a freewill donation.
Daniel – Los Angeles, CA

@V\[O�L]LU[Z�PU]VS]PUN�[OL�MHTPSPLZ�¶�[OH[�TLHUZ�PU]VS]PUN�[OL�^OVSL�
church, really. Sell tickets for the event. During the event, take a “love 
VMMLYPUN�¹

Scott – Palm Bay, FL

/VSK�H�=HSLU[PUL»Z�+H`�KPUULY�^P[O�H�NHTL��SPRL�[OL�5L^S`^LKZ�.HTL��
but with older married couples.

Chad – Apache Junction, AZ

*OHYNL�HKTPZZPVU�[V�H�[HSLU[�ZOV^�MLH[\YPUN�`V\Y�`V\[O�NYV\W�
Tyler – Lakewood, CO
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Jason – Lakewood, CO

9\U�H�NVSM�[V\YUHTLU[��0[�^PSS�\Z\HSS`�IYPUN�PU�V]LY�H�[OV\ZHUK�KVSSHYZ�VY�
more. Solicit gifts from the community and have a silent auction as well. 
You can get as creative as your church will allow.

Tony – Medina, NY

Congregation Spaghetti Dinner
(YLH�Z[VYLZ�KVUH[L�MVVK�ZV�[OL�`V\[O�NYV\W�JHU�VMMLY�[OL�LU[PYL�
congregation a free spaghetti dinner. During the dinner, there is also a 
WPL�VY�KLZZLY[�H\J[PVU��ZPSLU[�VY�[OL�[YHKP[PVUHS�^H �̀�KLWLUKPUN�VU�PM�`V\�
OH]L�H�NVVK�H\J[PVULLY�OHUK`���0M�H�WPL�H\J[PVU��`V\�OH]L�`V\[O��VY�[OL�
`V\[OZ»�WHYLU[Z�IHRL�H�WPL�KLZZLY[�[V�OH]L�H\J[PVULK�VMM��(�O\NL�ZLSSLY�
PZ�H�¸7PLZ�MVY�H�@LHY¹��VUL�WPL�H�TVU[O�¶�OH]L�JVUNYLNH[PVU�TLTILYZ�
ZPNU�\W�[V�OLSW�^P[O�[OPZ���;OPZ�HSZV�HJ[Z�HZ�H�NYLH[�PU[LYNLULYH[PVUHS�
TPUPZ[Y`�HZ�[OL�`V\[O�HUK�¸VSKLY�TLTILYZ¹�NL[�[V�PU[LYHJ[�^P[O�LHJO�
other more intentionally.

Julie – Bozeman, MT

:WHNOL[[P�MLLK�VY�V[OLY�[`WL�VM�MVVK��(SZV�W\[�VU�H�MYLL�JVUJLY[�^P[O�
a volunteer. People always enjoy donating more when there is a good 
VYNHUPaH[PVU�P[�PZ�NVPUN�[V�

Leslie – Brentwood, CA
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Sunday Afternoon at the Movies
7\YJOHZL�[OL�]PL^PUN�SPJLUZL�MVY�*OYPZ[PHU�TV]PLZ�HUK�VMMLY�H�:\UKH`�
afternoon matinee targeting the adult population with a suggested 
donation for the youth ministry for the mission trip fund.

Donna – Flagstaff, AZ

*/030�*662�6--�
>0;/�;(3,5;�
:/6>�

Chad – Apache Junction, AZ

:,9=0*,
*YLH[L�HU�HJJV\U[�PU�[OL�JO\YJO�I\KNL[�JHSSLK�¸:LY]PJL�)HZLK�
:JOVSHYZOPWZ�¹�7HYPZOPVULYZ�NP]L�[V�[OL�HJJV\U[��;OL�`V\[O�Z[HMM�ÄUKZ�
UVU�WYVÄ[Z�VY�ZWLJPHS�ULLKZ�WYVQLJ[Z�^OLYL�^L�JHU�SPUL�\W�^VYR��
The money from the account then goes into the students’ personal 
`V\[O�HJJV\U[������;OL�NPM[�MYVT�WHYPZOPVULYZ�PZ�[OLU�[H_�KLK\J[PISL������
;OL�^VYR�H[�[OL�UVU�WYVÄ[�VY�[OL�ZWLJPHS�ULLKZ�WYVQLJ[�PZ�MYLL�[V�[OL�
VYNHUPaH[PVU�WLYZVU������;OL�Z[\KLU[Z�HYL�HISL�[V�NL[�TVUL �̀�;OH[»Z�H�
win-win-win.

Derru – Nappanee, IN

We pair up our youth with members from the church who need chores/
^VYR�KVUL��SH^U�TV^LK��OV\ZL�JSLHULK��L[J����0[�NP]LZ�[OL�`V\[O�
personal time with adults at church while giving the youth a chance to 
raise money for activities.

Tom – Garland, TX
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9,*@*305..
Ryan – Lathrop, CA

Pre-sell sub sandwiches for Super Bowl Sunday, get the produce 
donated, and have the kids make them. We sell 15-inch sandwiches for 
$12 each.

Noel – Kansas City, MO

>,�/63+�(�
)()@:0;;05.�+(@�05�
,(93@�+,*,4),9�:6�
7(9,5;:�*(5�.,;�
:64,�*/90:;4(:�
:/67705.�+65,�

Sarah – San Diego, CA

SERVICE BOARD
*O\YJO�TLTILYZ�WVZ[�VU�H�I\SSL[PU�IVHYK�VKK�QVIZ�VY�ZLY]PJL�WYVQLJ[Z�
for around their home and a price they would pay for the service. Youth 
take the postings and sign up to do the task for the donation.

Sean – Cochranton, PA
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FREE CAR WASH: Students get people to pledge a donation amount 
WLY�JHY�¶�VY�WLVWSL�JHU�VMMLY�H�ZL[�HTV\U[�KVUH[PVU��:[\KLU[Z�[OLU�
wash cars in the community for free. They get sponsored per car they 
raise; therefore, if a person sponsors $1 per car and the students wash 
100 cars, that person will donate $100.

Mitchel – Kapolei, HI

We had people check in their keys before church, and we washed their 
cars during the service and returned their keys after church. We raised 
HSTVZ[������PU�VUL�KH`���[^V�ZLY]PJLZ��HUK�[OL�RPKZ�NV[�[V�ZRPW�^VYZOPW�
HUK�:\UKH`�:JOVVS�MVY�H�^LLR��^OPJO�[OL`�RPUKH�SPRLK��!��0»]L�HSZV�OLHYK�
of churches having people sign up for car-detailing during worship 
ZLY]PJLZ�¶�JSLHULY�JHYZ��TVYL�TVUL �̀�I\[�WV[LU[PHSS`�H�SVUNLY�Y\UUPUN�
fundraiser to get everyone served.

Karen – Mission, KS
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144 ENVELOPES
�7\[�����LU]LSVWLZ�PU�[OL�UHY[OL_�VY�IHJR�VM�[OL�JO\YJO��U\TILYLK�MYVT�
�¶�����^P[O���PU�MYVU[���:V���������L[J��(ZR�JO\YJO�TLTILYZ�[V�THRL�H�
KVUH[PVU�^P[O�[OH[�HTV\U[�VM�TVUL`�PU�P[��0M�L]LY`�LU]LSVWL�NV[�ÄSSLK��P[�$�
$10,800

Janet – West Covina, CA
NOISY SUNDAY
Have students walk through church after a service and collect spare 
JOHUNL��QPUNSPUN�[OL�JHUZ�[OYV\NO�[OL�JO\YJO��6\Y�JO\YJO�KVLZ�[OPZ�VUJL�
a month.

Laura – LaVerne, CA
THE MONEY WALL
 Put 200 envelopes on a wall with dollar amounts written on the outside 
�Z[HY[PUN�H[����HUK�NVPUN�[V�������HUK�WSHJL�[OL�^HSS�V\[ZPKL�JO\YJO�
and invite church members to take an envelope and place the amount 
written on the front of the envelope in the envelope and return it to the 
youth minister. Place needs and prayer requests inside the envelope. The 
person becomes a prayer partner with the student and it’s an easy way 
to raise a ton of money.

Ricc – Brandon, FL
ENVELOPES
;HRL�����LU]LSVWLZ��VY�HZ�THU`�HZ�`V\�^HU[��HUK�U\TILY�[OLT�¸�¹�[V�
[however many envelopes you have]. Someone takes an envelope with a 
number on it. That number is how much they donate.

Jaymes – San Juan Capistrano, CA

1 0 1  F U N D R A I S I N G  I D E A S
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THE NEWLYWED GAME
Invite your mature ministry group to come to a free night of a game 
ZOV^�VM�;OL�5L^S`^LKZ�.HTL�HUK�ZLY]L�MYLL�KLZZLY[Z��0U]P[L�^LSS�
known couples to build more people coming. Have a straight freewill 
offering afterward. Put some $10 or $20 bills in the bottom of the 
baskets to inspire people.

Jim – Ann Arbor, MI

SHAREHOLDERS
>L�ZLSS�ZOHYLZ�PU�[OL�TPZZPVU�WYVQLJ[�MVY����¶����WLY�ZOHYL��,HJO�
share also provides the shareholder with one ticket to the shareholders’ 
banquet which is held about 2 weeks after the completion of the project. 
6UL�TLTILY�VM�[OL�[LHT�MYVT�[OL�WYVQLJ[�PZ�[OL�¸OVZ[¹�H[�LHJO�[HISL�[V�
ZOHYL�WLYZVUHS�Z[VYPLZ�HUK�[OL�WYVNYHT�PZ�ÄSSLK�^P[O�]PKLV�
�WPJ[\YLZ��:V�
each shareholder gets both a personal connection with a team member 
and a visual understanding of what the project accomplished.

Dave – Grand Prairie, TX

1–50 ENVELOPES
Labeled 1 dollar through 50 dollars. The most anyone pays is 50 bucks. 
(SZV��V\Y�`V\[O�NYV\W�UHTL�PZ�����:[\KLU[�4PUPZ[YPLZ��ZV�^L�HZR�V\Y�
church members to give $2.12 per week. If 100 sponsor, it totals 
$12,000.

Mark – Kings Mountain, NC
ARRESTED FOR A CAUSE
/VZ[�PU]P[LZ�MYPLUKZ�HUK�MHTPS`�[V�H�))8�KPUULY�[V�IL�¸HYYLZ[LK¹�MVY�[OL�
JH\ZL�VM�Z[VWWPUN�JOPSK�ZL_�[YHMÄJRPUN��.\LZ[Z�ZL[�[OLPY�V^U�IHPS�[HYNL[��
[OLU�WOVUL�[OLPY�JVU[HJ[Z�MVY�KVUH[PVUZ�[V^HYKZ�[OLPY�¸IHPS�¹

Barbara – Syracuse, IN

1 0 1  F U N D R A I S I N G  I D E A S
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0U�¸IPN�JO\YJO�¹�W\[�PUKL_�JHYKZ�U\TILYPUN��¶���HUK�[OLU�NV�I`��»Z�
HM[LY�[OH[��L�N��������������HSS�[OL�^H`�[V������(ZR�JVUNYLNH[PVU�[V�[HRL�
a card and match the number on the card with a dollar amount of 
donations. You’ll end up with a good amount of donations after that.

Scott – Foster City, CA

ADOPT-A-MILE
Figure out the mileage for the mission-trip and how much each mile 
should cost. Have donors pay for the trip by the mile.

Greg – Chattanooga, TN

THE BLACK TIE UN-FUNDRAISER
People buy a ticket for $50 to stay home. Put it on a busy night and let 
[OLT�ZPTWS`�THRL�H�KVUH[PVU�^P[OV\[�OH]PUN�[V�HJ[\HSS`�¸KV¹�HU`[OPUN�

David – Visalia, CA

How about a rocking chair fundraiser where the youth have to sit in a 
rocking chair and keep it rocking for a period of time. I did one as a 
`V\[O�HUK�^L�OHK�[LHTZ�VM�[OYLL�RLLWPUN�H�YVJRPUN�JOHPY�YVJRPUN�MVY����
hours. So much fun.

Julee – Fort Irwin, CA

COIN CHANGE BOTTLES
 You can get cheap reusable plastic water bottles and have your 
JVUNYLNH[PVU�ÄSS�[OLT�\W�HUK�KYVW�VMM�[OLPY�JOHUNL�[OYV\NOV\[�[OL�
year. It works well and the water bottles can be a church fundraiser by 
themselves.

Sean – Yuba City, CA

1 0 1  F U N D R A I S I N G  I D E A S
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CHRISTMAS TREE LOT
We presell tickets for the trees, then we actually have a lot where the 
parents can pick out their tree.

Kyle – Temecula, CA

7LVWSL�MYVT�V\Y�JO\YJO�KVUH[L�HU`�P[LTZ��L_JLW[�MVY�JSV[OLZ���HUK�^L�
hold a yard sale. The proceeds go to missions.

Rebekah – Los Angeles, CA

:,3305.�
;0*2,;:�;6�
9(--3,�6--�(5�
07(+�

Heidi – Lakewood, CO

Have a youth night where you make Duct-Tape wallets. Be sure to make 
popular color combinations. Then, have each student sell them for 
��¶���HM[LY�ZJOVVS��ILMVYL�ZJOVVS��H[�L]LU[Z��L[J�

AJ – Galt, CA

COINS FOR YOUTH
-PSS�4
4�4PUPZ�[\ILZ�^P[O�X\HY[LYZ�[V�YHPZL�TVUL �̀�)\`�H�IV_�VM�4
4�
4PUPZ�MYVT�:THY[�
�-PUHS��VY�ZPTPSHY�Z[VYL���(�IV_�VM����PZ�����  ��VY����
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[\IL��7YPU[�`V\Y�V^U�SHILS�L_WSHPUPUN�[OL�L]LU[�HUK�WYVJLZZ�VM�ÄSSPUN�
[OL�[\IL��Z[HUKHYK��_�¹�THPSPUN�SHILSZ�^VYR�NYLH[����:LSS�[OL�[\ILZ�MVY�
����SLH]L�[OL�JHUK`�PU�[OLYL��[V�THRL�`V\Y�TVUL`�IHJR�HUK�LSPTPUH[L�
any loss. People eat the candy and put their change in the tube. Bring 
P[�IHJR�^OLU�P[»Z�M\SS��0M�[OL`�ÄSS�P[�^P[O�X\HY[LYZ��P[�ZOV\SK�OVSK�HIV\[�
��������([�H�ZTHSS�JO\YJO�VM�����WLVWSL��^L�YHPZLK�HIV\[���������UL[��
NYVZZ�^HZ�TVYL�SPRL���������

Brian – Minden, NV

>L�HYL�H�ZTHSS�*OYPZ[PHU�JVTWHU`�[OH[�PZ�HK]HUJPUN�V\Y�TPZZPVU�VM�
JOHUNPUN�V\Y�J\S[\YL�[V�ZWLUKPUN�[OL�ÄYZ[�TVTLU[Z�VM�[OL�KH`�^P[O�V\Y�
3VYK¯�(UK�/PZ�*VMMLL��>L�OH]L�H�ZWLJPHS�M\UKYHPZPUN�WYVNYHT�[OH[�
is done online and is easy for youth groups to raise funds for mission 
WYVQLJ[Z�HUK�V[OLY�LMMVY[Z�����`V\[O�ZLSSPUN����IHNZ�VM�JVMMLL�LHJO�¶���
[PTLZ�H�`LHY�$�������WYVÄ[��,HJO�M\UKYHPZLY�OHZ�H�ZWLJPHS�YLWYLZLU[H[P]L�
HZZPNULK�[V�P[�[V�N\PKL�LHJO�Z[LW��>L�YLJVTTLUK�*VMMLL�;HZ[PUNZ�HUK�
then take orders. We have many other suggestions as well. We are a 
creative, out-of-the-box-thinking company. Turn around time on orders 
is about two weeks. Please visit our website at: www.hiscoffeeco.
com/155.html

Mary Jo – Escondido, CA

PUMPKIN PATCH: 
6\Y�JO\YJO�OVSKZ�H�W\TWRPU�WH[JO�L]LY`�6J[VILY��;OPZ�`LHY�^L�YHPZLK�
20,000 for our youth group. We sold $50,000 worth of pumpkins to our 
community.

Jay – Ft. Meyers, FL
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180 FUNDRAISER CARDS
The cards are $10 each; when the kid sells the card they get $5 plus 
WYPaLZ�

Brittany – Tempe, AZ

CRAWFISH BOIL
>OH[�OHZ�^VYRLK�ILZ[�MVY�\Z�PU�3V\PZPHUH�PZ�*9(>-0:/�)603:��>L�IVPS�
HIV\[�����WV\UKZ�HUK�HS^H`Z�Y\U�V\[��.VVK�3\JR�

Steven – Crowville, LA

Have the young people do projects / craft ideas they are good at and 
auction or sell their creation for their youth group.

Brenda – Nassau, Bahamas

MixedBagdesigns.com sells go-green, reusable bags. You get 50% of 
[OL�WYVÄ[¯�H�NYLH[�M\UKYHPZLY�

Jaime – Tamoa, FL
OPPORTUNITY DRAWING BASKET
 *YLH[L�ZL]LYHS�IHZRL[Z�HUK�ZLSS�[PJRL[Z�MVY�WLVWSL�[V�^PU�[OL�IHZRL[Z�

E. Jones – Dallas, TX
RUMMAGE/GARAGE SALE
;HRL�KVUH[PVUZ��ZLSS�IVV[O�ZWHJL�HUK�Y\U�H�JVUJLZZPVU��4H_PTPaL�`V\Y�
earning potential in a single event.

Nik – Temple, TX
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TRIVIA TABLE NIGHT 
(loosely based on a group Trivial Pursuit game)
People may purchase individual admission or whole tables. There may 
also be an opportunity to donate at the end. This is not original from me. 
This idea came from a fellow YM in town.

John – Fort Payne, AL

CINNAMON ROLL FUNDRAISER
>L�HS^H`Z�OH]L�H�JPUUHTVU�YVSS�M\UKYHPZLY�¶�OVTLTHKL�VSK�JO\YJO�
YLJPWL�¶�THKL�I`�[OL�[LLUZ�HUK�]VS\U[LLYZ��WYLVYKLYLK�I`�TLTILYZ�VM�
[OL�JVUNYLNH[PVU�HUK�ZVSK�I`�[OL�KVaLU�MVY�����9HPZLK�LUV\NO�MVY�[OL�
^OVSL�NYV\W������[V�NL[�V]LY�OHSM�[OLPY�[YPWZ�[V�)LSPaL�WHPK�MVY�

Sarah – Alexandria, MN

796+<*;:�
-964�,4,9.05.�
*6<5;90,:�;/(;�
*655,*;�20+:�>0;/�
(�*(<:,�(5+�9(0:,�
-<5+:�(;�:(4,�;04,�

Glennis – McDonough, GA

Sell PartyLite candles as a fundraiser. For details, visit http://www.
partylite.com/en-us/Pages/fundraisers/fundraisers.aspx

Julie – McMinnville, OR
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:LSSPUN�Z[\KLU[Z�MVY�ZLY]PJL�[V�LSKLYS`�PU�JO\YJO��9LU[�H�Z[\KLU[�WLY�
OV\Y��4HRL�Z\YL�[V�OH]L�H�SV[�VM�HK\S[�Z\WLY]PZPVU��`V\[O�WHZ[VY��WHYLU[�
VY�HK\S[�]VS\U[LLY��^OLU�Z[\KLU[Z�JVUK\J[�[OL�QVI��(SZV�THRL�Z\YL�
to let the parents know the student will be working and make sure to 
negotiate the hourly rate beforehand.

Jeremy – Cumming, GA

3,465(+,�
:;(5+:�65�
>,,2+(@:�

Sarah – Ft Irwin, CA

(<*;065:
>L�KV�H�¸*OVJVSH[L�)\MML[¹�LHJO�`LHY��>L�MHUJ`�\W�H�YVVT�PU�V\Y�
church and have a crepe station and three or four fancy chocolate 
desserts. People pay $25, but it’s a pretty big experience. We include 
valets, live entertainment, a coat check and childcare. It’s lots of work, 
I\[�PZ�H�NYLH[�WH`VMM�HUK�H�[VU�VM�M\U�

Tim – Surrey, British Columbia
BAKED GOODS AUCTION
;OL�`V\[O�LHJO�IHRL��¶��OVTLTHKL�JHRLZ��WPLZ�VY�V[OLY�ZJY\TW[PV\Z�
NVVKPLZ��;OL�:\UKH`�ILMVYL�;OHURZNP]PUN��^L�OH]L�H�SP]L�H\J[PVU��(SS�
the desserts are auctioned off. The church members love it, because 
they have a selection of desserts, already made for them, to serve 
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^P[O�[OLPY�;\YRL`�MLHZ[��>L�OH]L�UL]LY�THKL�SLZZ�[OHU���������6UL�
stipulation that helps get a higher price for the most-desired item: We 
VUS`�OH]L��¶��H]HPSHISL��THKL�I`�[OL�ILZ[�`V\[O�WHYLU[�JVVRPUN�[LHT��
so people bid very high for a chance to take one of these coveted items 
OVTL���0[�ZOV\SK�IL�UV[LK�[OH[�^L�YHPZL�H�SHYNL�HTV\U[�VM���MVY�Z\JO�H�
ZTHSS�JO\YJO��

Sheri – Lamesa, TX

COMEDY NIGHT
>L�OH]L�NYLH[�Z\JJLZZ�^P[O�KVPUN�H�*VTLK`�5PNO[�^P[O�[OL�HK\S[Z�
HUK�[OLU�KVPUN�H�:[\KLU[�(\J[PVU�[OH[�UPNO[�HZ�^LSS��>L�ZLY]L�H�KPUULY�
K\YPUN�[OL�JVTLK`�WVY[PVU�HUK�[OLU�KLZZLY[�K\YPUN�[OL�:[\KLU[�(\J[PVU��
:V�MHY��UV�VUL�OHZ�JOVRLK�VU�[OLPY�MVVK�SH\NOPUN�[VV�OHYK��!�

Brian – Chuluota, FL

SOUP & SANDWICH LUNCHEON
We do a yearly soup and sandwich luncheon, partnered with a dessert 
H\J[PVU��(SS�VM�[OL�OVTLTHKL�ZV\WZ�HUK�KLZZLY[Z�HYL�KVUH[LK�I`�
JO\YJO�TLTILYZ"�^L�Q\Z[�WYV]PKL�[OL�ZHUK^PJOLZ��6UL�VM�V\Y�`V\[O�
parents is an actual auctioneer and helps make this event a lot of fun for 
everyone involved. Desserts are auctioned off while church members 
eat lunch.

Mike – Godfrey, IL
BASKET AUCTION
Go get different products from businesses in the area such as paint, 
makeup, gift cards, Y membership, etc. Put a mixture of things in 
baskets and then auction each basket mixture.

Marty – Greenville, OH
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YOUTH AUCTION
Get the youth to auction off themselves to church members to do yard 
^VYR��WL[�ZP[[PUN��IHI`ZP[[PUN��6Y��OH]L�[OL�JVUNYLNH[PVU�IYPUN�P[LTZ�[V�
auction, such as gift cards, gift baskets, baked goods, etc. Then have a 
silent auction with a meal to peak the interest of the congregation.

Jamie – Waco, TX
MEN’S BAKE-OFF
@V\[O�NL[�4,5�VM�[OL�JO\YJO�[V�IHRL�HU�P[LT�MVY�[OLT��;OLU��[OL�LU[PYL�
church gets together, and auctions off the items. It’s very funny to see 
what the men will come up with. We actually take all of the money 
raised and split it up evenly among the students who participate.

Tim – Childress, TX

:6<7�*662�6--�
(5+�:,9=(5;�
(<*;065��

Ashley– Ripon, CA

DINNER AND DESSERT AUCTION
The youth group serves lunch after church on Sunday. We charge $5 
per person or $20 per family. We ask volunteers from the congregation 
to donate homemade desserts to be auctioned off. We have had a 
professional auctioneer for some because he makes it even more fun. 



1 0 1  F U N D R A I S I N G  I D E A S

P A G E  2 8   

;OL�IPKKLYZ�NL[�PU[V�IH[[SLZ�^P[O�LHJO�V[OLY�HUK�ZVTL[PTLZ�WH`������
dollars for a pie.

Suzie – Heath, TX

RENT-A-YOUTH AUCTION
(\J[PVU�VMM�`V\Y�`V\[O�[V�TLTILYZ�VM�[OL�JVUNYLNH[PVU�MVY�^OH[L]LY�
timeframe you designate. The youth are then, in turn, helping with the 
fundraiser and the congregation is getting something in return. This 
^VYRZ�NYLH[�PM�`V\�WHPY�P[�^P[O�H�KPUULY�VY�ZVTL[OPUN�SPRL�[OH[��4HRL�P[�M\U�
                                                                               Andrea – Naples, FL

SERVANT SALE
:[\KLU[Z�HYL�¸H\J[PVULK¹�VMM�[V�JO\YJO�TLTILYZ�[V�WLYMVYT�]HYPV\Z�
[HZRZ�VM�ZLY]PJL�MVY�[OLT�¶�^VYR�VU�[OLPY�OVTLZ�`HYKZ��JHY�^HZOPUN��
repairs, etc.

Andrew – La Verne, CA

(�;/,4,+�
@6<;/�
(<*;065���
:JVV[LY��¶�2LUULY��3(

PIE AUCTION
Have members of the congregation bake pies and bring them to church 
on a set Sunday. Have a silent auction for them. This is easy to plan 
MVY���1\Z[�W\[�\W�ZPNUZ�HUK�PUJS\KL�[OLT�PU�[OL�I\SSL[PU��L[J���/H]L�[OL�
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auction following worship. It can be a lot of fun. Have bid sheets next 
[V�LHJO�WPL��0[»Z�H�SP[[SL�^VYR�HUK�H�IPN�YL[\YU���@V\»K�IL�Z\YWYPZLK�OV^�
T\JO�ZVTL�WLVWSL�^PSS�WH`�MVY�H�WPL�[V�OLSW�[OL�`V\[O��

Dean – Cannon Falls, MN

/H]L�H�:PSLU[�(\J[PVU�^OLYL�Z[\KLU[Z�KVUH[L�[OPUNZ�[OL`»]L�THKL�VY�
[OPUNZ�[OH[�OH]L�H�TVUL[HY`�]HS\L�[V�[OLT��SPRL�HU�?�)V_������[OH[�[OL`�
ZHJYPÄJL�MVY�[OL�JH\ZL�`V\»YL�YHPZPUN�TVUL`�MVY��@V\�JHU�PUJS\KL�H�IHRL�
sale, student groups who will work for donation, etc.

Chris – Nappanee, IN

We host an all-church potluck to encourage the entire community to 
come to something, then we host a dessert auction where each student 
prepares their best dessert and we auction them off. Then, we auction 
VMM�¸WHZ[VY�WPLZ�¹�;OH[�TLHUZ�^L�H\J[PVU�VMM�WPLZ�[V�WPL�LHJO�VM�[OL�
pastors in the face.

Ryan – Redding, CA

>L�NV�HYV\UK�[V�KPMMLYLU[�VYNHUPaH[PVUZ��Z\JO�HZ�ZWVY[PUN�NVVKZ�Z[VYLZ��
ZTHSS�I\ZPULZZLZ��L[J����HUK�^L�HZR�MVY�KVUH[LK�P[LTZ�HUK�H\J[PVU�[OVZL�
things off.

Garret – Akron, OH

YOUTH AUCTIONS
�;OL�W\ISPJ�KVUH[LZ�P[LTZ��HUK�^L�H\J[PVU�[OLT�VMM�

Fred – San Diego, CA
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(<*;065�6--�
@6<;/�;6�
+6�>692�
7961,*;:�
-69�(�.0=,5�
(46<5;�6-�
;04,�

Thad – McMinnville, OR

469,�0+,(:
This is not a fundraising idea, just an idea to improve your overall funds 
^OPSL�M\UKYHPZPUN��@V\�JHU�THRL�H�SV[�VM�M\UKYHPZLYZ�PU[V�¸H�[OVUZ¹��
For example, doing your typical car wash for donation might earn you 
����¶������I\[�PM�`V\�HSZV�OH]L�Z[\KLU[Z�[HRL�JOHSSLUNL�ZOLL[Z�HYV\UK�
their social circles earning anywhere from a nickel to a quarter per car, 
`V\�JHU�PUJYLHZL�[OH[�[HRL�[V��������HM[LY�[OL`�JVSSLJ[��([�H�UPJRLS�H�JHY�
times 100 cars, that’s $5 more toward that student’s camp or mission 
trip. Multiply that by 10 people who agreed to a nickel per car and 
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UV^�P[»Z������0M�`V\�OH]L����Z[\KLU[Z�WHY[PJPWH[PUN��[OH[»Z���������(UK�
YLTLTILY��[OH[»Z�[OL�SV^�LUK��0M�`V\�H]LYHNL�H�KPTL�WLY�JHY��`V\Y����
students each got $100 and your fundraiser was more fun and raised 
TVYL�M\UKZ�

Scott – Minden, NV

The idea is calling a local goodwill and seeing if they will pay per truck of 
items. The local Goodwill by us will pay per truck of stuff.

Grady – Rancho Cucamonga, CA

:LSS�JOVJVSH[L�IHYZ��VY�TH`IL�H�ZWVUZVYLK�THYH[OVU�Y\U&�*(9�
>(:/,:�HSS�Z\TTLY�SVUN�

Will – Brentwood, CA

Do a fundraiser using Starving-2-Serve. Half the proceeds go to feed 
the hungry oversees and half goes to feed the hungry in your own 
JVTT\UP[ �̀�.L[�TVYL�PUMV�H[�O[[W!��V\[ZPKL[OLIV^S�VYN�&W$���

Lanikai – Oceanside, CA

PAINTBALL FUNDRAISER
Students and volunteers become targets in a makeshift paintball course 
�P�L��K\JRZ�[V�ZOVV[�����MLL[�[V�����MLL[�H^H`�MYVT�H�[HISL�^OLYL�WLVWSL�
JHU�WH`����MVY����ZOV[Z�MYVT�H�WHPU[IHSS�N\U��(SS�]VS\U[LLYZ�^LHY�
WYV[LJ[P]L�THZRZ�HUK�[H\U[�[OL�ZOVV[LYZ�SPRL�JYHa �̀

Roger – Tulsa, OK



CHURCH PHONEBOOK
We are in a church that is pretty well known in the area. We recently 
KPK�H�*O\YJO^PKL�¸@LSSV^�7HNLZ¹��>L�OHK�[VUZ�VM�WLVWSL�^P[OPU�[OL�
church purchase ads, as well as people calling in from the community to 
advertise in it. We raised about $8,000.

Bill – Mobile, AL

(4,90*(5�
0+63�*65;,:;��
+(5*05.�>0;/�
;/,�:;(9:�
*65;,:;

Lyndsay – Millsboro, DE

<ZL�*YV^KYPZL�JVT�[V�ZL[�\W�]PYHS�VUSPUL�M\UKYHPZPUN�MVY�`V\Y�TPZZPVU�
teams.

Carl – Detroit, MI

+6+.,)(33�
;6<95(4,5;���

:OHUL�¶�)HY[SLZ]PSSL��62

*OHYNPUN�[V�OP[�H�JHY�^P[O�H�ZSLKNLOHTTLY
Mack – Oke, OK
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YouthWorks believes short term youth mission trips can bring life 
change to youth, a community and the Church. Within a relatively 
short period of time, your own life and a stranger’s life can be 
powerfully changed through the desire to give to a community. Your 
presence during a mission trip speaks more than a thousand words 
through your simple love and willingness to serve. YouthWorks 
believes in stories – in telling Jesus’ story, in listening to other’s life 
stories and in bringing our stories together to transform hearts; a 
mission trip is the perfect time to tell those stories.

There are countless physical and spiritual needs in communities 
today – in your own backyard, across the country, in big cities, 
on Reservations, in small towns and across borders. Short term 
missions are a means to visualize needs in other communities and 
bring that recognition back to serve in your own home. After week 
spent in service, you will leave transformed from the love, strength 
HUK�YLZPSPLUJL�`V\�ÄUK�PU�[OVZL�`V\�TLL[��:OVY[�[LYT�TPZZPVUZ�HYL�
often more life changing and impacting for participants than those 
you came to serve!

A B O U T

Y O U T H W O R K S  M I S S I O N  T R I P S

w w w . Y o u t h W o r k s . c o m

 

ABOUT YOUTHWORKS 
Each summer YouthWorks provides life-changing Christ-centered mission trips for 
over 30,000 students and adult leaders in over 70 communities across North 
America. Because we want everyone to experience a mission trip, we provide lots of 
affordable options while maintaining high quality experiences. 

But who we are is best defined by some relationships that we deeply value: 

COMMUNITIES 
We seek to listen to local ministry partners as we return to the same communities 
year after year. It is our desire to walk alongside our friends in ministry, helping 
support the work God is already doing through them. We realize every community 
we enter has both struggles and strengths, and we have much to learn from them. 

TEENAGERS 
From selecting service sites to preparing programming to hiring summer staff – we 
are a youth ministry that cares deeply for students. Even in our Church and Family 
trip offerings, we approach ministry with youthful energy. 

CHURCHES AND YOUTH LEADERS 
We can’t do the crucial relational work church leaders do every day, but we sure can 
make that work easier! That’s why we buy food, find housing, plan programming, 
set up service sites, create countless resources and do much more – so leaders can 
focus on relationships. We are here to support churches’ ministry. 

SUMMER STAFF 
We spend significant resources finding, hiring and training some of the best young 
adults around to run our mission sites. Beyond paying our staff for the vital role they 
play, we seek to develop their leadership skills for future ministry. 

JESUS 
In case you couldn’t tell, we create mission trip experiences because we want to 
point all sorts of people to Jesus. We seek to restore relationships, love others and 
serve communities because Jesus set that example with us. Our deep desire is for 
people to understand love and service within the context of Christ. 

 


