A resource to help you navigate the road to
the next community you serve alongside.
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It might be your youth group’s first trip. Then again, you may be an

old pro. Whatever your experience, there are some key questions to

ask when choosing where you go on your next trip. Rather than
throwing a dart at the map this year, pick your trip by asking a lot
of questions and getting the information you need.

This resource will help you think about students needs, budget
considerations, travel time and more. Take some time to ask critical
questions so you can intentionally pick a mission trip destination
that will best impact your team next summer.
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CATCH THE VISION

students need.

0O What do you hope your teenagers will take from this trip?

For instance, cultural understanding, a stretching experience, community building, expanded worldview.
O What are your students’ limitation in a trip like this?
Will a given destination be too intense, too far, too expensive, etc,

nery or a different view of your context?

n setting, would it be better for your youth to see g different urban
setting and how ministry is done there, or for them to see the new context of a small town?
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Large Urban Communities

Life in a big City keeps moving. It’s always
morphing into something different, which can
make serving in the city difficult. While one
neighborhood is transitioning from a slum into

a creative arts district, another js sliding into
decay and poverty. Because urban areas are
such diverse environments, it’s easy to
become overwhelmed by the sheer number of
sensory influences. The sights, sounds and
smells of the city can easily overwhelm the
Most seasoned traveler. Population densities
are much higher in the City, so there js always
more people, more shops, more cars. .. more
everything.

As you serve in urban areas, you may
encounter cultural and ethnic diversity, various
levels of poverty and the challenges that come
from a lot of people living in a small area. But
you will also experience how this unique blend
Creates community.
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Small Towns

Unlike the hum of city traffic and business of urban life, the atmosphere
of a small town is slower, quieter and more personal. There are fewer
choices in the small town = where to eat, what movie to see, where to
shop, where to hang out... And cultural trends and social issues are
sometimes different than in large / small urban areas.

Life in small towns may feel slower, but to simply say it's slow misses the
bigger picture. The focus of life in these communities is often about

relationships. With fewer distractions and plenty of familiar faces,

residents value conversation and friendships. They usually know their
neighbors, but also their barber, the guy at the gas station and the person
in next aisle at the grocery store. This close community can build a
strong support system, but it can also create conflicts that leave some on
the fringes.

The close-knit atmosphere also means that when your group comes into
town, residents will know it! This gives your group a greater ability to
impact the community positively, but it also gives youth and leaders the
responsibility of being in the spotlight all week long. Wherever you g0 in
the community, residents will likely know who you are and what you are
doing there.

As you serve, get to know the people you meet. They will enjoy meeting
someone who has traveled to be in their town. Take the opportunity to
meet community members who have invited YouthWorks in and
supported us in many ways as we come to learn and serve.
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JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY

Whether you throw darts at destinations or launch a full

out investigation into which community your team should
visit, we’re here to help. We want you to have a
successful summer mission trip experience with your

teenagers! So if you need help figuring out what
community will fit your group best, give us a call or chat
with us online. We are excited about what God will do in
and through your group next summer.
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